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Varying openings draws attention to the opening clause or phrase. 
It’s also a way to create cohesion in texts as it helps them to flow, 
avoiding repetition of ‘the….’ 
Action: Stamping down the stairs,  Hiding behind the tree,  
Adverbials of time: Just then, All of a sudden, In a flash, 
Speech: “I’m going out,” Sam shouted.   “Help!” screamed….    
 
 
 The subject and verb must match within a sentence; however, 

they may vary across a piece of work. For example, in a past 

tense narrative, direct speech may be present tense.  

 

Cohesive devices are words or phrases that make clear how the 
different parts of a text fit together. These are used within and across 
paragraphs to help them to flow. Some examples of cohesive devices 
are: 

Pronouns: refer back to earlier nouns used to avoid repetition. 
Sam – he, the boy, his, him. 
Aisha – she, her, the girl. 

Prepositions, conjunctions and adverbs: make relations between 
words clear. Before leaving, check… After lunch…, Finally… 

 

Placed at the front of the sentence as a fronted adverbial 
and it is then followed by a comma. Gives information 
related to time, place or manner. 
After much hesitation, the child leapt into the abyss and 
hoped for the best. 
Staring at what was in front of him, he realised it wasn’t as 
bad as he had first thought. 
  

Apostrophes to mark singular and plural 
possession  

the girl’s name is… the girls’ names are 

the dog’s paw is …. the dogs’ paws are 

 

A group of linked sentences about the same thing. Start the new 
paragraph on a new line when you are writing about a new idea, 
person, place or event. Paragraphs organise your work and show 
themes. Apply these within written work: 

-Narrative: at least beginning, middle and end, however there will be 
others such as a change in setting or event in a longer story.  
-Report writing: each new section with a new subheading  

Heading = The title All about the Romans 

Subheadings =Within the report - Roman Weapons   The Empire 
 

 -Use “ ” when a 
character starts and 
finishes speaking  
-Start speech with a 
capital letter  
-Punctuate within the 
speech marks this could 
be ! ? . or ,) 

The conductor shouted, 

 A simple sentence stands alone. I went 
for a walk. 
Varying sentence structure can take many 
forms: 
-Two main clauses are joined with a 
conjunction  
 The bird ate a worm and it flew into the 
tree. 
-A subordinate clause- it doesn’t make 
sense alone. The commas separate the 
clauses. 
When I saw the food, my tummy began to 
rumble.  
Sam had many toy cars but then he lost 
them. 
 
 
 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

   

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Past 
already happened 

Present 
today or now 

I was dancing yesterday in PE.   
Last week, I jumped over the 
bar. 

I am going swimming today at 
school.  
I like to play catch. 

 

Noun phrases expanded by the addition of modifying adjectives, 
nouns and preposition phrases. E.g. the teacher expanded to: the 
strict maths teacher with curly hair 
 
An expansion of the noun with adjectives for description. evil beast 

…. small timid creature 
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From English Appendix 1: Spelling  © Crown copyright 2013

accident(ally)
actual(ly)
address
answer
appear
arrive
believe
bicycle
breath
breathe
build
busy/business
calendar
caught
centre
century
certain
circle
complete
consider
continue
decide
describe
different
difficult

disappear 
early
earth
eight/eighth 
enough 
exercise 
experience 
experiment 
extreme 
famous 
favourite 
February 
forward(s) 
fruit 
grammar 
group
guard
guide
heard 
heart
height 
history 
imagine 
increase 
important  

interest
island  
knowledge 
learn
length
library 
material 
medicine 
mention 
minute 
natural 
naughty 
notice 
occasion(ally) 
often 
opposite 
ordinary 
particular 
peculiar 
perhaps 
popular 
position 
possess(ion) 
possible 
potatoes 

pressure
probably
promise
purpose
quarter
question
recent
regular 
reign
remember 
sentence 
separate
special
straight
strange
strength
suppose
surprise
therefore
though/although
thought
through
various
weight
woman/women 

Spelling word list for Year 3 and Year 4

100 words that children in England are expected to be able to 
spell by the end of Year 4 (age 9). How many can you spell?





LOWER KEY STAGE 2 | YEARS 3–4:LOWER KEY STAGE 2 | YEARS 3–4:LOWER KEY STAGE 2 | YEARS 3–4:

HOW WE DO WRITTEN MATHSHOW WE DO WRITTEN MATHSHOW WE DO WRITTEN MATHS
HUNDREDSHUNDREDSHUNDREDS TENSTENSTENS ONESONESONES

Children move from practical resources (Base 10 place-value
counters), to drawings, to written calculations.

Children move from practical resources (Base 10 place-value
counters), to drawings, to written calculations.

222 777
111 555
333 222

HHH TTT
5
7

1 7

Align place values.Align place values.

Exchange 1 ten
for 10 ones and
regroup as needed.

Exchange 1 ten
for 10 ones and
regroup as needed.

Subtract ones,
then tens, then
hundreds.

The total value stays the same.

4 × 15 = (4 × 10) + (4 × 5) = 40 + 20 = 60
 Partition first; use a grid; progress
towards the formal column method.

15

10

5

40 20

HHH TTT OOOHHH TTT OOO
444
333
888

222

111

TTT OOO OOO
2222

1 8
2 43 8

MULTIPLICATION | PARTITIONING → GRID → COLUMN
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	LOWER KEY STAGE 2 | YEARS 3–4:
	HOW WE DO WRITTEN MATHS
	HUNDREDS
	TENS
	ONES
	Children move from practical resources (Base 10 place-value counters), to drawings, to written calculations.
	Subtract ones, then tens, then hundreds.
	The total value stays the same.
	4 × 15 = (4 × 10) + (4 × 5) = 40 + 20 = 60
	Partition first; use a grid; progress towards the formal column method.
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